
Hi Everyone, 
  
Last week, I wrote about remembering why we are here, not forgetting our mission. I think there are 
times that we don’t remember how much is going on OUT IN THE COMMUNITY. OakLeaf Partners 
served over 330 individuals with disabilities throughout 2021! Considering all that is going on in our 
world, I find this more than amazing. UCP team members helped to place 105 people into jobs. 
  
Summer Youth Work Experience 
It is that time of year where we are focusing much energy on transition services – those young adults 
who are finding their way into ‘the real world.’ Summer Youth Work Experience has wrapped up one 
session and is about to finish up for the season. We are proud to have served 28 students at seven sites, 
including Aramark at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Great Lakes Science Center, Medina County Library, 
Pipeline Packaging, and several Burlington locations. The interns completed jobs such as food prep, 
direct customer service, tagging clothing, janitorial duties, packaging, and shipping/receiving all the 
while learning valuable skills that will certainly help them in their next stage of life. Two individuals from 
the first session at Aramark are even in the process of obtaining part time employment! 
 
Project SEARCH 
This means the schoolyear is right around the corner! Project SEARCH, our school-to-work transition 
program expects 32 students at four sites throughout Cuyahoga, Lorain and Medina Counties. This 
program is a partnership between Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities, local school districts 
and/or educational services centers, a host business partner and OakLeaf Partners. Students rotate 
through three separate internships throughout their last year in high school, completing jobs such as 
patient transport, laundry, clerical work, mailroom, guest services, groundskeeping, housekeeping, 
cleaning, and clinical engineering. At the same time, they learn valuable lessons as they move into the 
next stage of job placement. We are very grateful to the Cleveland Clinic, Mercy Health-Lorain Hospital, 
UH Parma Medical Center and Westfield Insurance for hosting a total of 29 interns this past year. So far, 
we placed 53% of last year’s graduates into competitive jobs in the region and we are incredibly proud 
of all the work they are doing. 
  
When you think of OakLeaf Partners, do not forget that we specialize in Transition Services 
programming, and we are thrilled to be a part of the next generation of the workforce. 
  
Thank you to all team members who work out in the community. We know you are out there every day 
changing lives and helping to support businesses, especially now. 
 
Have a Great Weekend, 
 
Beth 
 


